
¾Feb. 1945:  The òBig Threeó met at Yalta 

in the USSR to plan the post-war world.  



¾All agreed to split Germany into 4 zones of occupation 

and to also split the capital city, Berlin.  

¾Stalin promised to allow free elections in the nations his 

army liberated from Germany.  

¾Stalin agreed to enter the war against Japan soon after 

the German surrender.  



¾On Dec. 7, 1941, about one-half of 
General MacArthurõs air force was 
destroyed on the ground at Clark Air 
Field in the Philippines.  

¾Within days, a large Japanese force 
landed in the Philippines and MacArthur 
withdrew to the Bataan Peninsula on 
Manila Bay.  There he set up defenses, 
hoping the US Navy could evacuate his 
men to safety.  
 



¾By March, 1942, FDR ordered General MacArthur to 

escape to Australia.  He left with the words: òI shall 

return.ó 

¾On May 6, 1942, 11,000 Americans and Filipinos 

surrendered.  When the Bataan Peninsula fell, approx. 

76,000 Filipinos and Americans became prisoners of 

war.  



¾Japanese soldiers split the prisoners 
into groups of 500 -1000 and marched 
them 60 miles to a railroad.  

¾About 10,000 prisoners died during 
the 6 -12 day march and some were 
shot by the guards.  

¾Those who survived were shipped to 
prison camps where they were held 
captive for the rest of the war.  
 



¾The Japanese 
general 
responsible for 
organizing the 
march was one of 
6 Japanese 
executed for war 
crimes after the 
war.  





¾Japanese forces continued to expand 

and were not stopped by allied forces 

until the Battle of the Coral Sea in May, 

1942.   

¾This battle fought entirely with planes 

from aircraft carriers.  Enemy ships 

never came within sight of one 

another.  



¾Although both the US and 

the Japanese navy lost 

about 1/2 of their forces, 

this battle stopped the 

Japanese from 

establishing the bases 

they needed to invade 

Australia.  

 





¾June 4, 1942:  This battle was also fought entirely from 

the air.  

¾The US destroyed 3 of the 4 Japanese aircraft carriers 

while they were still loading bombs in their planes.  This 

carried with it the loss of 250 Japanese planes.  

¾This was the last Japanese offensive. 



¾1st US offensive of the Pacific war. 

¾August 1942:  11,000 US Marines landed at Guadalcanal 

in the Solomon Islands and about 2,200 Japanese fled 

into the jungle.  They fought there for 3 months.  

¾Feb. 1943:  Japan abandoned Guadalcanal.  


